
Recycling paper, plas-

tic and other materials is 

“green” in more ways than 

one, according to the solid 

waste program manager at 

Kirtland Air Force Base. 

Katrina Wheelock said 

that Team Kirtland has mul-

tiple incentives to recycle: be-

yond the environmental ben-

efits, recycling saves money 

and generates funds that 

support base programs. 

“The less trash we throw 

away, the less we pay for 

trash removal. We run a 

‘qualified’ recycling pro-

gram, which means that we 

can accept revenue from 

the material we sell. We are 

directed to use that to sup-

port the recycling program, 

which must support itself. 

Once it runs in the black, up 

to 50 percent of the remain-

ing funds can be used for 

other types of environmen-

tal projects. If no projects re-

quest funding, the rest of the 

money goes to morale, wel-

fare and recreation. In the 

past, we’ve bought some gym 

equipment for the base.” 

After a recent visual audit 

of 250 dumpsters on Kirtland 

AFB, Wheelock found that 

there’s room for improve-

ment. 

“Basewide, about 30 per-

cent of what we’re throwing 

away is recyclable,” she said. 

The business side of recy-

cling depends on whether a 

cost-effective market exists 

for a given material, she said. 

Additionally, people should 

be aware that the material 

they drop off for recycling re-

enters a production process. 

“Fundamentally, we need 

to change the way we think 

about what we’re putting in 

these bins. It’s not that we’re 

putting trash in a different 

place – it’s that we are col-

lecting a resource to be used 

somewhere else,” Wheelock 

said. 

She said the Air Force 

has a goal for bases to reach 

a rate of recycling 40 per-

cent of non-hazardous solid 

waste by 2010 and 50 percent 

by 2015. “Non-hazardous 

solid waste” is material that 

would normally be put into 

a dumpster, which excludes 

industrial and construction 

items. 

“For the Fiscal 2011 third 

quarter, the first quarter un-

der the new integrated solid 

waste management and recy-

cling contract, our recycling 

rate was just over 40 percent 

for the first time. We final-

ly hit the 2010 goal, which 

is terribly exciting for me. 

Since FY08, we tend to hover 

in the low-30s,” Wheelock 

said. 

Currently, the Kirtland 

AFB recycling program ac-

cepts aluminum cans, mixed 

paper (newspapers, maga-

zines, phone books, file 

folders, envelopes and junk 

mail), white paper, shredded 

paper, cardboard, and plastic 

bottles labeled “1” and “2.” 

Other types of rigid plastic, 

such as toys and kiddie pools, 

glass and foam packing mate-

rial are not yet accepted, but 

may be in the future. 

The curbside recycling 

pickup schedule is Monday: 

East Side; Wednesday: Cen-

tral and outlying areas; Fri-

day: West Side. In general, 

the East Side covers build-

ings east of Pennsylvania; the 

West Side is for sites west of 

San Mateo; and Central/out-

lying is between San Mateo 

and Pennsylvania, plus any-

thing downrange. There are 

some exceptions – for exam-

ple, Hangars 1000 through 

1002 are west of San Mateo 

but are picked up with the 

Central route on Wednes-

days, and pick up at the com-

missary’s offices is on Mon-

days, even though they are 

west of Pennsylvania. 

“We encourage folks to 

get in touch with us to veri-

fy pickup day if they’re not 

sure,” Wheelock said. 

“We want people to recy-

cle. However, it’s important 

to pay attention to how the 

bins are labeled. It’s less of a 

problem in the office curb-

side than at the drop-off lo-

cation at the commissary, 

because that’s an unstaffed 

location. It’s clear that people 

mean well. It’s not like the 

stuff is trash – it’s different 

types of plastic that we can’t 

take,” she said. 
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Paul Calbert, an employee of Mark Dunning Industries, empties a 

recycling bin Aug. 12 at Kirtland Air Force Base.

Capt. Benjamin Washburn, the 377th Weapons System Security 

Squadron commander, left, receives the guidon from Lt. Col. Jason 

Beers, 377th Security Forces Group commander, during Monday’s 

reactivation of the 377th Security Forces Group. 

Lt. Col. Jason Beers, 377th Security Forces Group commander, 

hands the guidon to 1st Lt. Heather Chaale, 377th Security Forc-

es Squadron commander, during Monday’s reactivation of the 377 

SFG. 

Military 

working dogs 

and their 

handlers with 

the 377th 

Security 

Forces Group 

take part in 

the 377 SFG 

reactivation 

ceremony 

Monday.
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triple the leadership of the 

Air Force’s largest nuclear 

security tasking.”

“The 600-plus Group or-

ganizes the unit into a more 

task-organized unit,” said 

Beers.  

Security forces defend-

ers at Kirtland protect the 

21,000 people who work on 

the installation.  They de-

ploy worldwide and execute 

the mission of nuclear and 

non-nuclear weapons sys-

tem security, physical and 

information security, inte-

grated base defense, combat 

arms, law enforcement, an-

titerrorism, resource protec-

tion, military working dogs, 

and corrections. 

The Group was originally 

constituted on June 1, 1985 

and activated on June 14 of 

the same year at Ramstein 

Air Base, Germany and was 

assigned to the 377th Com-

bat Support Wing.  Col. Ed-

ward H. Martin assumed 

command of the Group July 

13, 1985.  The Group was in-

activated on May 1, 1991.

During its short history, 

the Group was awarded the 

Air Force Outstanding Unit 

Award for the periods June 

14, 1985 to June 13, 1987 and 

May 1, 1989 to April 30, 1991.
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